Hydroquinone, a control agent of agglutination and adherence of Streptococcus mutans induced by sucrose.
Hydroquinone was found to alter agglutination of Streptococcus mutans induced by sucrose. The newly formed agglutination product produced by hydroquinone does not kill this cariogenic bacterium and the formation is reversible. The agglutination altering activity of hydroquinone seems to be specific for strains of S. mutans. As a result, hydroquinone inhibits sucrose-induced adherence of S. mutans.